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U.S. disputerages over se
and presidential powers ¢
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By James McCartney - -

Wathington Buresy - *.0 -Tmle - 5
"WASHINGTON - President Reagan’s “Supporters '

Oepict the United States &s a pitiful, belpiess giant .in -

Central America. trying to fight communist treachery, -

25 Ope purs it “With obe ‘hand died behind its back™

’ gebate ;over DicAragua s quitevdiffer-
ent They asc “Can;— “or-shonild — .2 ‘democratic
-society ¥ to fight-® controversial covert war?” - -

Jv fact, debate has raed Tnresolved issues.about
presidential powers apd secretsvars that havehaonted |
. the nation Since the trapedy:at the Bay of Pigsin‘Cuba
in1961 - L BN R e s .

Ray Cline, former head of imellipence for the State

- Departrpent. .argues that Reagan sbould:be :able ‘10
wage 2 secret war agains: the Sandinistas, and many

=z .

‘We bave o counter’ B R S RS
" “The Soviets apdCubans operate secret~wars,” |
Clipe said. “We bave 10 beiable to counter them at |
their own garpe, with theonty Kints of metbods that |

Former ClA Director Stansheld Turper Gisagrees.
It was, be has written, a “mistake™ for-the ClA to pet
involved in Nicaragoa. | - "0 R ot

Turper argues that the lessons of modernthistory. in
anage of instant icomrmunication, prove that .3 demo-
cratic ‘society-cannot ‘engage “in ‘covert~istetligence-.
operations that might be _politically . coptroversial,
becavse they ipevitably -will be. -exposed .and ithus
backfire - R "

Some covert activities -might be’ justified, Turper
said, becanse ther would bave broad-public:support if
exposed, “but the Nicaragua .operation is 2ot ope of -
” : ” . ._..-.’.:.b:. L oae ‘.-',‘_ L ;'__ . ‘,

“The congressional Oebate over covert.action in Nie-
aragua pow goes far bevond tbe question of wbether
Reagan violated the law 'by secretly supporting anti-
Sandinista gverrillas, the issve initially raised by
members of tbe Bouse-dntellipence Commitiee. -~~~

Todzy many in Congress — mostly Democrats but
.also a few Republicans — .are-challenging Reagan’s”
. pard-line polices in Central America across the board.
Thev also are guestioning -his .presidential powers.
and seekingto resict them. <, 7 . 7 STE
~ Apd tbey are raising .basic questions -about xcovert |
action by the C1A_ Such guestions have tornthe agency °
apart” with interpal power ‘struggles in-recentiyears
and threaten to do so again. <" I i e, T
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Comgressional critics say they doo’t want to rule out
cover! intellipence activities but -would sharply
restrict themn - '

The congressiopal move 1o cut-aff aid to the Nicara-
guan rebels has been cast in terms of preventing the
Reagan -administration from -violating the law.
_Bepeath the surtace, it bas been Touch more than that
Intelligence committees- disagree

In a party-line vote, the House Intelligence Commit-
‘tee wwhich .is -controlied by ‘Dexpocrats, approved &
resolution Tuesday “to prohibit United States support
for military-or paramilitary operations in Nicaragua ™

_The Senate intellipence Committee - bowever,-which
is controlied-by Republicans, voted Friday to permit
continuance of covert support for Micaraguan rebels,
at least upti) the end of September, Jeaving "the ulti-
mate fate of Reagan’s cOvert-programn up in the air.

As part of 2 compromise, ‘the -committee .also
demanded a report by the end of September on
Reagan's objectives in Central ‘America. _

-3n the House committee the parrow argmmnent was
that Reagav has igpored 2 congressiopal mandate of
last” December forbidding ‘US. support tor -efforts to
overthow the Sandinista governroent

“HBowever, members -of :the ‘committee did pot dis-
cuss their move b terms of legalites. They-discussed

it in terms .of opposition to Reagan’s overall Cestral -

Arperican.policies. . . - - -
Fundamentally, Democrats. ic Congress -believe
Reagan is:trying to win militarily in Central America
because be ‘sees the struggle primarily in military
Nor did Reagap cast the argwment in -legalistic
terms ip an_interview with -White Bouse correspop-
dents Wednesdav. He pictured the Nicaraguan rebels
_as “freedom fighters” and argved, esseptially, that the
‘United States must suppor: those who oppose dictato-
rial leftist regimes. -
. The gebate also centers on the issve of whether the
_president 'shouid be ‘free 1o 0o what be thinks 1S

Wars

pecessary -if be believes the nation’s-security is at
. stakﬁ —: -.:: : . -
#:+,> The:clearest statement of TReagan's attitude on this

+ question carne two weeks ago from -White House -

. .counselor Edwin Meese III, who told reporters:

[5S

foreign policy, limitations on that by Congress
improper, as far as I'm copcerped.” = -

Ut Is the responsibility of the president tb conduct :
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